Over 22 million individuals have a substance dependence or abuse problem in the US. (SAMHSA
(Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration) 2006

Nearly 14 million Americans meet diagnostic criteria for alcohol use disorders. (Alcohol Health &
Research World)

More than 100,000 U.S. deaths are caused by excessive alcohol consumption each year. Direct
and indirect causes of death include drunk driving, cirrhosis of the liver, falls, cancer, and stroke.
(Substance Abuse: The Nation's Number One Health Problem, Feb. 2001)

There were over 17,000 alcohol related car deaths in US in 2005.

Traffic crashes are the greatest single cause of death for persons aged8. About 45% of these
fatalities are in alcohol-related crashes. (National Highway Traffic Safety Administration)

Alcohol kills 6% times more youth than all other illicit drugs combined. (Mothers Against Drunk
Driving)
61% of adults drink alcohol in the US.



Effects of Alcohol on the Brain

Alcohol effects your brain in many ways. It alters your
thought process by changing the chemical balance
thus making bad impulsive decisions more easily.
Alcohol also effects your adrenaline which can cause
bad tempers.

The drinking age is 21 because your brain is still
adapting and maturing, alcohol effects the way it
matures and makes you more likely to become an
alcoholic. It makes your brain feel dependent of the
chemical change that occurs.



Vermont Drunk Driving Statistics

The highest number of drunk driving deaths in
Vermont occurred in 1986, with 77 fatalities reported.
Alcohol related deaths have dropped dramatically
since then to a low of 27 in 2002. The percentage of
fatalities that were alcohol related has also shown a
significant decline, from a high of 71% in 1986, to a low
of 32% in 2004.

In 2006, out of all traffic fatalities, 30% involved a
blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of 0.08 or higher,
down from 54% in 1983, but up from 20% in 2004.



Vermont Drunk Driving Statistics

- Itis important to note that the Vermont drunk driving
Alcohol-Related Fatality Rate per 100 Million VIMT statistics, as shown above, include data from individuals

who were in an alcoholrelated crash, but not driving a

10 motor vehicle at the time. The U.S. Department of

- Transportation defines alcohol-related deaths as "fatalities

that occur in crashes where at least one driver or non

occupant (pedestrian or bicyclist) involved in the crash has

a positive Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) value."

- - The fatality rates shown above refer to the number of
1.57 people killed in all traffic accidents and, separately, in

1 alcohol related traffic accidents, per 100 million vehicle
1 miles traveled.

] - All 50 states in the US now apply two statutory offenses to
1 driving under the influence of alcohol. The first (and
original) offense is known either as driving under the

| influence (DUI), driving while intoxicated/impaired

| (DWI1), or operating [a motor vehicle] while
intoxicated/impaired (OWI). This is based upon a police

Fatality Rate per 100 Million VIIT
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i

1961 o059 0.57 0.59 0.58 officer's observations (driving behavior, slurred speech, the
0 5. —— - Us. results of a roadside sobriety test, etc.)
] - The second offense is called "illegal per se", which is
| ——, ° - T driving with a BAC of 0.08% or higher. Since 2002 it has
lo3g 035 - 0.39 0.37 been illegal in all 50 states to drive with a BAC that is

0.08% or higher.
Criminal status of DUI laws in Vermont
In Vermont, 1st and 2nd offenses are misdemeanors, 3rd

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 gnd s(gzl)osequent offenses are felonies. Citation: 8 & 23
121

Sources for Vermont drunk driving information and

statistics

US Dept. of Transportation, National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, 12/02
(@) National Conference of State Legislatures, 2004




DUI on Tractor

- Whitesell, 31, of Terre
Haute, IN was taken into
custody for drunk
driving. He was driving a
tractor while towing his
wrecked car and crashed
both vehicles into a creek
Friday morning.
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